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Process Phase 1 – Notification

• Notify District Superintendent of intent to enter into a period of discernment

• Establish a Discernment Team

Phase 2 – Prayerful Discernment

• Discernment team meets regularly and follows the 4 steps for discernment
– Step 1 – Prayerfully listen and talk to local church members
– Step 2 – Learn factually what happened at the 2019 General Conference
– Step 3 – Give careful consideration to the cost involved
– Step 4 – Enter a period of Deep Prayer.

• Discernment team makes recommendation to Administrative Board. The 
Administrative Board will vote on the recommendation by the Discernment team.

Phase 3 – Church Conference

• If the recommendation is to disaffiliate and the recommendation is approved by the 
Administrative Board, a Church Conference will be held on March 9th for ALL
church members to cast their vote. A 2/3rds vote of members present and voting at 
the church conference is required to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.



Timeline
November 2022 – Administrative Board Voted to go into Discernment

January 2023 – Discernment team was formed

January 22, 2023 – Discernment Team Meeting

January 25, 2023 – Discernment Team Meeting

January 29, 2023 – Discernment Team Congregational Check-In

February 1, 2023 – Rob Renfroe/Adam Hamilton Videos 

at 6:00 in the Sanctuary

February 5, 2023 – Discernment Team Meeting 

February 8, 2023 – Discernment Team Meeting 

February 20, 2023 – Recommendation to Administrative Board

Thursday, March 9, 2023 – Church Conference held at 6:00 PM

*Dates(s) will be added for Guest speakers. 



Resources

Scripture, Ethics, and the 
Possibility of Same-Sex 
Relationships
by Karen R. Keen

Living Faithfully Revised 
and Updates
by Alex Joyner

For the Body: Recovering 
a Theology of Gender, 
Sexuality, and the Human 
Body
by Timothy C. Tennent



Printed Material

Please make sure you have picked up the 
printed material provided today. There are 
copies of the questions/answers so that you can 
follow along during the discussion as well as 
paragraph 2553 for your review.



Questions?

We ask that you hold all questions. If you have 
any questions, please email them to the address 
below or contact any member of the 
Discernment Team.

sfumcdiscernment@gmail.com
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